
D I ST R I C T  S C H O O L  B O A R D  O N T A R I O  N O R T H  EA ST   

 
Schumacher Board Office New Liskeard Board Office 

 Street Address:                                                                                                                 Mailing and Street Address: 
 153 Croatia Avenue, Schumacher, ON P0N 1G0          198022 River Road          
 Mailing Address:     New Liskeard, ON P0J 1P0
 P.O. Box 1020, Timmins, ON P4N 7H7  Tel: (705) 647-7394

 Tel: (705) 360-1151                
   
   

 

Together, we inspire innovation and a passion for learning. 

 

May 21, 2019 
 
The Honourable Lisa Thompson 
Minister of Education 
Mowat Block – 22nd Floor 
900 Bay Street 
Toronto, ON 
M7A 1L2     by email:  minister.edu@ontario.ca  
 
 
Dear Minister Thompson: 
 
I am writing on behalf of District School Board Ontario North East’s Board of Trustees and the 
students for whom we advocate.  We have grave concerns with what we believe is a “one-size 
fits all” funding formula as well as with an e-learning strategy that ignores the critical factors 
that are faced by northern and rural school boards.   
 
The funding policy must recognize and reflect the unique needs of rural and northern students 
who are passionately pursuing their life goals and career pathways.  Many of our less 
populated communities are geographically isolated, hosting community secondary schools of 
less than 200 students.  This reality has a detrimental impact on the Board’s ability to provide 
the necessary courses that our students require in order to graduate and be successful in 
whichever pathway they choose.  Implementing an increased average class size of 28 will 
compound these obstacles and will negatively affect our two larger secondary schools 
(populations of less than 650 students) in which class sizes will mushroom to an unacceptable 
level of 33+ on average. 
 
With the centralized delivery of e-learning courses, coupled with a mandatory minimum of four 
e-learning curricula, your Ministry must recognize some of the critical factors that will have a 
restrictive impact on this approach. Factors such as:  logistics – many of our 
communities/schools/students do not have access to the required broadband that would 
guarantee a successful launch of this learning platform;  technology – will our students have 
access to the required technology and will the technology be current moving forward over 5-10 
years?; attrition – currently 40+ percent of students do not complete their e-learning courses 
as they become frustrated and lack motivation.  This will be evidenced in lower graduation 
rates; flexibility – will the Ministry introduce blended e-learning programs or half credit 
courses that will be part of the four mandated credits?  We see value in offering e-learning 
programs but we want to ensure that the initiative does not become an “e-not learning” reality. 
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While recognizing the need for fiscal accountability, we implore the Ministry to review the 
proposed secondary funding formula and e-learning platform. Please view these changes 
through the lens of students enrolled in our Northern and rural community secondary schools.   
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
 
 

Robert Brush, Chair 
District School Board Ontario North East 
 
Phone:   705-288-4974 
Email:  bob.brush@dsb1.ca  
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