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March 5, 2020 
 
 

 

Dear ETFO Members: 

 

District School Board Ontario North East (DSB1) Trustees have received several emails and 

phone calls from members of the Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario (ETFO), raising 

concerns about advocating for a well-funded public school system.  These expressions of 

concern are greatly appreciated.  

 

On May 21, 2019, I sent the attached letter to the former Minister of Education, Lisa Thompson, 

on behalf of the DSB1 Board of Trustees. In that letter, I expressed concerns related to class 

size increases, mandatory e-Learning courses, adequate funding, cuts in staffing allocations 

and the many challenges we face as a School Board in Northeastern Ontario.  I want to assure 

you that as a Board, we continue to advocate for a well-funded public school system.  

 

As for the advocacy efforts of the Ontario Public School Boards’ Association (OPSBA), I would 

direct your attention to their website for a profile of its advocacy for a strong and well-funded 

public school system on behalf of all of Ontario’s public school boards. OPSBA’s advocacy is 

not limited to collective bargaining discussions. OPSBA, through its table officers and senior 

staff, interacts with the government in many ways, including, but not limited to in-person 

meetings, letters, submissions to government consultations, and media statements. The 

Association regularly advocates for increases in stable, predictable government funding. 

OPSBA’s advocacy positions are vetted and refined by the trustees, representing all English 

public school boards in the province, who sit on its Executive Council, Board of Directors and 

Education Program and Policy Development Work Teams, to ensure they reflect the 

perspectives of the school boards and trustees that we represent. 

 

I would also direct your attention to the Association’s recent lobby day at Queen’s Park and a 

recent public opinion poll commissioned by the Association on the issue of funding for public 

education. Additionally, the following links speak specifically to government decisions regarding 

funding, curriculum and more: 

 

• OPSBA’s 2020-21 GSN consultation submission  

• OPSBA’s submission to the May 2019 consultation on hiring practices and class size 

https://www.opsba.org/SitePages/OUR%20PRIORITIES/Advocacy-and-Action.aspx
https://www.opsba.org/SitePages/OUR%20PRIORITIES/OPSBA%20Advocacy%20Days.aspx
https://www.opsba.org/SitePages/Media%20Desk/Strong-Support-for-Public-Education-in-Ontario.aspx
https://www.opsba.org/Shared%20Documents/OPSBA%20Website/Site%20Collection%20Documents/OPSBA%202020-21%20Education%20Funding%20GSN%20Submission.pdf
https://www.opsba.org/Shared%20Documents/OPSBA%20Web/Site%20Collection%20Documents/Next%20Phase%20of%20Consultation%20on%20Hiring%20Practices%20and%20Class%20Size%20Consultation%20May%2031%202019.pdf


 
 
 

 

• OPSBA’s response to the government's wide-ranging late 2018 education 

consultation  

• OPSBA’s public media releases and statements  

I believe we are all taking steps to inform and unify Ontario’s public school supporters – families, 

students, teachers, education workers, federations, trustees and taxpayers – to advocate for a 

world-class public school system that is well-funded, supported by government and best 

supports the achievement and well-being needs of our students. 

 

I know we can continue to work together for the betterment of public education in our region and 

across Ontario. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Bob Brush 

Board Chair 

 
c. Board of Trustees, DSB1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.opsba.org/Shared%20Documents/OPSBA%20Web/Site%20Collection%20Documents/OPSBA%20Submission%20-%20Government%20Education%20Consultation.pdf
https://www.opsba.org/Shared%20Documents/OPSBA%20Web/Site%20Collection%20Documents/OPSBA%20Submission%20-%20Government%20Education%20Consultation.pdf
https://www.opsba.org/SitePages/Media%20Desk/Media-Releases.aspx

