
October 1, 2020 

Dear TBU/OTBU OSSTF President Dumais, 

The Chair of District School Board Ontario North East is in receipt of your letter dated September 
2, 2020.  Chair Brush has directed me to respond to your concerns.   

All DSB1 senior staff have reviewed the document,  A safe return for all:  OSSTF/FEESO’s 
framework for reopening schools in 2020-2021.  The guiding principles and protocols in the 
document were considered in the creation of the District School Board Ontario North East Return 
to School Plan.  DSB1’s Return to School Plan was created in the best interest of staff, students 
and the families in our communities to ensure a safe and successful reopening. 

Both the Porcupine Health Unit and the Timiskaming Health Unit have reviewed and support the 
DSB1 Return to School Plan.  There have been over 10 meetings with the health units since April 
2020 with over 150 emails sent and received regarding school opening.  To suggest that DSB1 
is not following the health unit recommendations is inappropriate and unacceptable.     In addition, 
all staff have been provided with an adequate supply of good quality PPE.   

Your letter states that, “…all day for 5 weeks at a time, is not what is in the best interest of 
teachers, in terms of pedagogy as well as mental health”.  There is no empirical evidence to 
suggest the one period day has a negative impact on student learning.  It is the safest mode of 
delivery in terms of reducing the spread of the virus.  The one period day also follows the Ministry 
guidelines of no more than 100 indirect student contacts in a week.   

Senior staff have worked with principals/vice-principals throughout the school reopening and 
Superintendent Niemi will continue to work with principals/vice-principals about the one period 
day.  All secondary teachers will be provided with an opportunity to give their input.   

There have been at least 12 meetings with union presidents to discuss the re-opening of schools 
and solutions within the current collective agreement language.  We have listened to OSSTF’s 
concerns and have worked hard to implement suggestions.   

Sincerely, 

Lesleigh Dye 

cc. Chair Brush, DSB1
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