
TAKING YOUR FRENCH LEARNING 
OUTSIDE OF THE CLASSROOM

Community-Based Cultural Events: Join in on some French cultural fun by participating in the
variety of community-based events that celebrate French culture. A few notable ones are:
Saint-Jean Baptiste Day (June 24), The Franco-Ontarian Flag day (September 21), Carnaval
(usually early February) and other local events. 

Summer Camp: If you are enrolling your child in a summer camp, you might consider asking if
there are French speaking counselors available. There may even be a French first-language
camp in which your student enrol. 

Senior Homes: Connect with a local senior home and arrange for your student to visit with
French-speaking residents. This is a wonderful opportunity to give back and learn. 

Library Programs: Municipal libraries often offer programming in both French and English.
Should there not be any French programming available at your local library, do check out some
French books, and have your child read to you, a family member, or even a pet! 

Teach Back: Have your student teach a family member some new French vocabulary. This can
be done through a “word of the day” study, or other informal opportunities. 

Order Up!: Next time you go out to order a meal or a special treat, ask your student to complete
this task in French.  

The best way to maximize in-class learning is to practice the language outside of the
classroom. Here are some ideas that you might choose to engage with in your communities: 

French is all around us!: Take a look at the packaging for a variety of items found around the
home. Challenge your learner to identify the items or ingredients in French. Bilingual labels are a
great way to check for understanding and learn new words. 

Media: Listening to French radio and watching French programs are a great way to immerse
oneself into the language. 

On the Road: Visit a nearby French community. If you are visiting provincial parks or
destinations that offer programming, inquire if there are French or bilingual sessions available.


