
A B2 user has a degree of independence that allows him/her to

construct and defend an argument or opinion with a degree of

fluency and spontaneity. He/She is able to correct mistakes. The

B2 learner can understand complext texts on concrete and

abstract topics and can produce a clear, detailed text on a wide

range of topics. He/She can understand and communicate in a

French first language context. 

B1

Listening Comprehension - Candidates will listen to public

announcements, radio broadcasts, conversations, etc. 

B2
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What Level do French Immersion Students Challenge?

The DELF is an official diploma awarded by the French Ministry of Education which defines language

proficiency in listening, speaking, reading and writing. It is globally recognized and valid for life. It

enriches your educational and professional portfolio. 

Who is 

Eligible to Write?
Students who are currently registered

at a DSB1 school AND have

completed or are currently taking

FIF4 are eligible to challenge the

DELF. 

How will I Choose my Level?

It is recommended that you learn

as much about each level and

complete practice activities to

get a good sense of what each

level requires.  Your French

teacher can help guide your

decision. Since you have only one

opporutnity to challenge the

DELF, it is important to choose

the appropriate level. 

A B1 user has the ability to maintain an interaction and convey a

message with clarity.  He/She is able to follow the main points of an

extended discussion and give or seek personal views and opinions.

He/She can understand texts that relate to familiar topics and can

provide a constructed response to these texts. When unsure of a term,

he/she can maintain communication in French by explaining and

describing. 

The 4 Competencies

Reading Comprehension - The length of the text will vary.

Types of texts may include emails, magazine or newspaper

articles or letters.  

Written Production - You may be asked to write an email

message,  to reply to a text, to compose a letter, or write a

persuasive or opinion text relating to an issue. 

Oral Production - At the B1 level, you will engage in a

spontaneous role play as well as a prepared summary and

discussion.  At the B2 level, you will summarize an article and

engage in a constructed debate to defend your opinion. 

Scheduling

The scheduling of the DELF is

standardized.  The first part of the

test consists of the listening,

reading and writing tasks. This is

referred to as the "Collective"

portion.  

All students across Canada will

write this portion of the exam at

the same time.  

The duration for B2 is 2h 20 min.

The duration for B1 is 1h 55 min. 



THE DELF - 
DIPLOME D'ÉTUDES EN LANGUE FRANCAISE

Frequently Asked Questions

Additional Resources 

A complete description of the B1,

along with sample tests. 

Tips for Success

I have chosen a level and have decided to change it.  Can I do this?
There is a window during which changes can be made.  However, because all registrations are completed

through a central office, and there are usually thousands of students participating in any given testing session,

no changes will be accepted 3 - 4 weeks prior to the testing date. 

Will my scores from the DELF be shared with my teacher? 
Scores are not shared back to the teachers, and cannot be used as part of your course grades.  This

opportunity is voluntary for students who wish to challenge the exam and obtain a certificate as confirmation

of your abilities in French. 

I am not available on the testing date.  Can I complete the reading, writing and listening portion
another time?
The DELF is offered at very specific times, which are determined by the French Ministry of Education.  There are

strict regulations around the exam.  It can only be offered through accredited centres and occurs at the exact

same time across the country.  You cannot write at an alternate time.  The oral component will be scheduled

after the collective portion. 

Take some time to complete some sample

assessments.  This will allow you to become

familiar with the format of the test.

During the collective portion of the DELF, take the

time to read the questions before you begin the

listening portion. You may also jot notes on your

sheets. 

Do not leave any questions blank.  If you are

uncertain, go with your best possible answer.  

For the oral portion of the DELF, ensure to use your

preparation time fully.  You are permitted to bring

your notes into the interview. 
Click the link image to access the information

A complete description of the B2,

along with sample tests. 

Sample interviews for oral

production. You can view the

scores.  Not all samples shared here

are successful. 

Sample written tasks along with

scores. 

https://www.france-education-international.fr/diplome/delf-tout-public/niveau-b1?langue=fr
https://www.france-education-international.fr/diplome/delf-tout-public/niveau-b2?langue=fr
https://transformingfsl.ca/fr/resources/echantillons-de-productions-orales-et-ecrites-selon-les-niveaux-du-cecr/
https://transformingfsl.ca/fr/resources/echantillons-de-productions-orales-et-ecrites-selon-les-niveaux-du-cecr/

